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SUBJECT:CYPRUS SITUATION - NOON PRESS BRIEFING 

FOLLOWING ARE PERTINENT Q'S AND A’S ON CYPRUS SITUATION, 
NOON PRESS BRIEFING JANUARY 29: 

QUOTE: Q: THERE IS A REPORT THAT THE TURKS WITHDREW A 
THOUSAND TROOPS FROM CYPRUS. HAS THE U.S. BEEN IN CONTACT 
WITH THE TURKS TO SEE IF THERE WOULD BE ANY FURTHER WITH- 
DRAWALS IN THE NEXT WEEK? 

A: ON THIS ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT 
MADE, LET ME MAKE TWO POINTS. FIRST OF ALL, OBVIOUSLY 
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WE ARE IN TOUCH CONSTANTLY WITH ALL THE PARTIES TO THE 
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CYPRUS QUESTION, THAT ARE INVOLVED IN THE CYPRUS QUESTION. 

NOW, WITH REGARD TO THIS SPECIFIC ANNOUNCEMENT, JUST LET 
ME SAY THAT WHILE THE ANNOUNCED DRAW-DOWN IS NOT LARGE, 
IT REPRESENTS A POSITIVE STEP, AND SHOULD BE VIEWED IN 
THE CONTEXT OF OTHER STEPS ALREADY UNDERTAKEN, OR ABOUT 
TO BE UNDERTAKEN, TO DIMINISH TENSION AND EASE POTENTIAL 
PROBLEMS IN CYPRUS. 

Q: WHAT IS ABOUT TO BE UNDERTAKEN? WOULD YOU BE SPECIFIC? 

A: AND IN PARTICULAR THE CONTINUING INTER-COMMUNAL TALKS 
WHICH HAVE ALREADY SUCCEEDED IN RESOLVING CERTAIN 
HUMANITARIAN ISSUES, AND ARE NOW INVOLVED IN DISCUSSING 
IMPORTANT POLITICAL MATTERS. 

NOW, AS THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY, HE PLANS TO MEET 
WITH PEOPLE IN THE CONGRESS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 
THE CYPRUS QUESTION FOLLOWING THE NEXT MEETING BETWEEN 
MR. CLERIDES AND MR. DENKTASH, WHICH WILL BE TAKING PLACE 
THIS FRIDAY. 

NOW WITH REGARD TO YOUR QUESTION THAT YOU JUST ASKED 
ABOUT STEPS ABOUT TO BE UNDERTAKEN, ETC., OBVIOUSLY I 
THINK YOU WOULD ALL AGREE IT IS A DELICATE PROBLEM. IT 
IS A DELICATE SITUATION HERE. AND WE ARE NOT GOING TO 
GO INTO THE SPECIFICS OF WHAT MR. CLERIDES AND 
MR. DENKTASH ARE DISCUSSING. WE BELIEVE THAT PROGRESS 
IS BEING MADE, AND I THINK THE SECRETARY MADE IT CLEAR 
YESTERDAY HE WANTS TO WAIT AND SEE HOW THE MEETING COMES 
OUT ON FRIDAY, AND THEN HE WILL BE IN TOUCH. 

Q: BUT YOU ARE SAYING THAT THIS IS A POSITIVE STEP, AND 
SHOULD BE VIEWED IN THE CONTEXT OF OTHER STEPS ABOUT TO 
BE UNDERTAKEN, OR THAT ARE NOW UNDERTAKEN. THERE IS 
NO WAY WE CAN ACCEPT THIS STATEMENT WITHOUT MORE DETAIL, 
BECAUSE THE GREEK CYPRIOTS HAVE CRITICIZED THIS AS JUST 
A TOKEN OF U.S. INFLUENCE. 

A: NO, I HAVE SAID OBVIOUSLY THE ANNOUNCED DRAW-DOWN IS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 021147 

NOT LARGE. BUT I THINK THAT IN TRYING TO LOOK TOWARDS 
AN EVENTUAL SOLUTION OF THE CYPRUS PROBLEM, THE QUESTION 
OF A REDUCTION OF TROOPS IS AN ELEMENT IN THE EQUATION 
HERE, AND IT IS A VERY IMPORTANT ELEMENT. BUT THERE 
ARE OTHER ELEMENTS THAT WE HOPE WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER 
TO REDUCE THE TENSION ON THE ISLAND, BUT I CANNOT GO 
INTO WHAT THE TWO LEADERS, INTER-COMMUNAL LEADERS, ON 
CYPRUS ARE DISCUSSING NOW. 
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Q: WELL, I APPRECIATE THE DELICACY, BUT YOU SEEM TO BE 
SAYING SOMETHING DIFFERENT NOW, BUT PERHAPS YOU CAN AT 
LEAST HELP US TO THIS EXTENT- IT IS NOT AN EXPECTATION, 

IT IS ALREADY KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER STEPS THAT WILL BE 
TAKEN, YOU WANT TO TELL US, YOU ARE REFERRING TO, RIGHT? 

A: YES. 

Q: THERE ARE OTHER STEPS THAT WILL BE TAKEN. AND, 

SECONDLY, YOU DON'T MEAN BY THOSE OTHER STEPS, DO YOU, 

THE TWICE WEEKLY TALKS. YOU MEAN SOME PHYSICAL STEPS. 

CAN YOU AT LEAST HELP US TO THAT EXTENT? 

A: NO, NO. 

Q: OTHERWISE, YOU ARE REFERRING TO SOMETHING WE KNOW 
ABOUT" 

A: NO, NO. I HAVE BEEN SAYING THAT ONE SIGN OF DEFINITE 
PROGRESS WAS THE MERE FACT OF THE INCREASED TEMPO OF THE 
TALKS. 

Q: RIGHT. 

A: AND THESE TALKS ARE NOT SOLELY DEALING WITH HUMANI- 
TARIAN ISSUES. THEY ARE NOW DEALING WITH IMPORTANT 
POLITICAL QUESTIONS, AND WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT IN THE 
LATTER CATEGORY THAT SOME PROGRESS IS GOING TO BE MADE. 

BUT THE SECRETARY, AS HE SAID YESTERDAY, WANTS TO WAIT 
AND SEE - AT LEAST WAIT UNTIL AFTER THE TALKS THAT ARE 
GOING TO BE TAKING PLACE ON FRIDAY. AND THEN HE 
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WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH INTERESTED MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 

Q: YOUR STATEMENT APPEARS TO CLEARLY SAY THAT THERE ARE 
STEPS THAT WILL BE UNDERTAKEN, AND NOT ONLY WILL THEY BE 
UNDERTAKEN, BUT THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT 
THESE STEPS WILL BE UNDERTAKEN. IF ENGLISH MEANS ANY- 
THING, I THINK THAT IS WHAT YOU SAID. 

A: THAT IS CORRECT, YES. 

Q: WE WERE INFORMED IN ADVANCE THAT THESE THOUSAND 
WOULD BE WITHDRAWN, I PRESUME, FROM WHAT YOU WERE SAYING. 
BECAUSE I REMEMBER SOME MONTHS AGO THERE WERE REPORTS 
OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF TWO OR THREE THOUSAND THAT I 
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BELIEVE ENDED UP BEING MERELY A ROTATION, LEAVING STILL 
35,000 TURKS ON THE ISLAND. THIS IS NOW DEFINITELY A 
DRAW-DOWN FROM THE TOTAL NUMBER, AND WE WERE INFORMED 
IN ADVANCE THAT THIS WOULD HAPPEN? 

A: YES, WE WERE INFORMED. 

Q: WELL, HOW MANY TURKS ARE LEFT ON THE ISLAND NOW? 

A: I DO NOT KNOW. I JUST DON'T KNOW. THERE HAVE BEEN 
VARIOUS ESTIMATES OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF FORCES. 

Q: THE NUMBER HAS FLUCTUATED, HASN’T IT? 

A: I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT HAS FLUCTUATED OR NOT. I 
DON'T HAVE THE EXACT NUMBER. 

Q: ON THAT POINT, DOES THE SECRETARY REGARD THIS AS 
SUFFICIENT CAUSE TO ASK CONGRESS TO DELAY THE CUT-OFF 
OF AID, AID TO TURKEY, MILITARY AID TO TURKEY? 

A: ON THAT ONE, I JUST WOULD PREFER TO LEAVE YOU WITH 
WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY. HE SAID HE WILL 
BE MEETING AFTER THE FRIDAY MEETING BETWEEN DENKTASH AND 
CLERIDES, WILL BE CONSULTING WITH INTERESTED MEMBERS 
OF THE CONGRESS. UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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